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no time in summoning a new Parliament, which was to have met on the 7th of May, though his approaching marriage delayed the meeting for five or six weeks. Buckingham had been sent to Paris to bring the bride ; and the next letter of Bacon's which has come down to us was written shortly before his return.
As far as his own fortunes were concerned, circumstances could hardly change but for the better; and in this change there were two or three points in his favor. The sympathy which the Prince had shown for him during his impeachment, together with the admiration which he had expressed of his historical work, promised him a new friend on the throne.    The French ambassador who was coming over with the Queen had been inspired by his works and reputation with so great a reverence for him that he asked leave to address him as a father.    Buckingham, though their personal intercourse seems to have been at an end, professed himself in his letters as kindly disposed as ever;  and  Sir Humphrey  May, Chancellor of the Duchy, a distinguished member of the House oE Commons and a man of influence at Court, was a private friend.    It might have seemed therefore that the new time would bring a better chance of attention to his case. But the accidents were still against him.    The business of the marriage was hardly over, when Charles bad to appeal to a new House of Commons for means to carry out the great enterprise which the last House had promised, amid acclamations and waving of hats, to support with the lives and fortunes of all whom it represented ; and the response which he met with gave him so much to think of on his own account that he had no time to think of Bacon ; though if he had thought of asking his advice and following it, it might have been better for him.
The Plague had been raging in London all this sumr mer, and Bacon himself (who appears to have remainedm afresh for some hours, without the least hesitancy of speech or discernible interruption of thought."
